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Play explores the inner caveman
EVERETT EVANS, Copyright 2009 Houston Chronicle
Published 05:30 a.m., Thursday, April 2, 2009

Troy Schulze, Charlesanne Rabensburg, Greg Dean, and Amy Bruce,star in "Hunter Gatherers," a dark comedy by Peter Sinn
Nachtrieb. Photo: CHRONICLE, MAYRA BELTRAN : / HC

 

Two couples get together for a night of fun and games
that turns increasingly savage as it progresses.

Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?, right?

Wrong. Peter Sinn Nachtrieb’s Hunter Gatherers may
feature a situation somewhat similar to that in Edward
Albee’s landmark play. Yet Nachtrieb’s portrait of
marital warfare and social disintegration is dissimilar
in essential ways and carries the premise to a vastly
different end.

The Catastrophic Theatre has mounted a vivid Houston premiere of Hunter Gatherers with a
strong cast that makes the most of its biting black comedy and outrageously extreme action.

Premiered to acclaim in San Francisco in 2006, Hunter Gatherers strips away the veneer of
civilized behavior to reveal primal urges and unleash the beast within. (And if that doesn’t start a
stampede at the box office, what will?)

Two couples reunite each year to celebrate the anniversary of their joint wedding. Each pair
consists of a commanding and an acquiescent partner: Alpha Male Richard, a hedonistic artist
and his prim, browbeaten wife, Pam; milquetoast doctor Tom and his sexually aggressive
wife, Wendy.
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The opening gives a taste of things to come as Richard insists that squeamish Pam assist him in
slaughtering a lamb to serve to their guests. Nothing in the butcher’s shop was fresh enough, he
explains. He wants something still bleeding.

(Don’t worry. You don’t see the “lamb,” just the shuddering, bleat-emitting box that’s holding it.)

Any play that begins with animal sacrifice must progress to other wild acts. No sooner have the
guests arrived than Richard wrestles Tom to the floor in an annual ritual of humiliation
(concluded only when Tom gasps, “You’re the stronger man”) and Wendy lustily voices her
desire to have a child with Richard. That’s just a prelude to the plentiful sex and violence
to come.

Hunter Gatherers alternates between deadpan sarcasm, as when Wendy drily describes Tom’s
sexual inadequacies, and cartoonish exaggeration, and as when Richard lapses into his caveman
persona. It doesn’t plumb any great depths, and it sometimes strains in its efforts to shock. But
Nachtrieb maintains cleverness in his often mordant writing and the play startles and amuses in
about equal measure.

Director Jason Nodler keeps the party popping by ramping up the energy level for those sudden,
steadily recurring bursts of crazed behavior. He creates different shades of intimacy for the
various duo scenes: the two wives together, the two husbands together, Richard with Wendy,
Tom with Pam. That allows traces of reality and involvement even amid the wildest doings.

Greg Dean makes a gung-ho, unbridled Richard, the primitive man eager to slaughter his own
dinner and father a squadron with anyone available. Over the top, for sure, but the combination
of Genghis Khan and Fred Flintstone is pretty funny.

Charlesanne Rabensburg creates a gem of comic characterization as Pam. Sweet and dear, she’s
so eager to be the perfect mate and please everyone that there’s a desperation to her niceness, a
strain in her smile.

Amy Bruce is marvelously brazen and shameless as Wendy. She accents every line with her
sarcastic air, challenging stance and suggestive leer. Aflame with desire at the slightest spark,
she’s all too ready for trouble, all too able to make it herself.

Rounding out the mismatched quartet, Troy Schulze achieves understated hilarity as hapless
Tom, fall guy to his errant wife and manipulative buddy.

He has a neat way of radiating resentment with a smile. Like Rabensburg’s Pam, he is destined
to break out of his mild-mannered rut — and look out when they do so together.

Set and lighting designer Kevin Holden devises a believable living space that is, at the same time,
theatrically presentational.

He and Nodler close the show with a fine visual flourish that has greater impact than its brief
duration might suggest.

Hunter Gatherersimplies that the human race is better served by leaving the veneer of civilized
behavior in place. It’s less destructive than the alternative.

everett.evans@chron.com

LATEST NEWS

UH center focuses on sleep
disorders in children

LATEST ENTERTAINMENT
Theater review: Voyage a fine
launch for MST’s Coast of
Utopia

LATEST SPORTS

Griner scores 32 as No. 1
Baylor women beat Texas

 Printable Version  Email This Like TweetTweet 0 0 ShareShare

Texas actress who sued Amazon over telling
her age unmasks herself

Two 10-year-olds charged in boy's sex assault
on bus

Murder suspect was on probation for beating
wife

Tiny Loophole Found in 70,320 Page IRS Tax
Code Could Pay $87,500 (Newsmax.com)

7 Habits of Highly Frugal People (MoneyNing)

Natalee Holloway Family Haunted by Joran van
der Sloot Sentencing (The Stir By CafeMom)

10 Insanely Overpaid Public Employees (The

fighttobreathe
Highlight



View Comments (2)

How to speed up your PC
Scan PC registry to speed up
Windows instantly,
www.registry-scan.org

Money Market Rates
Get The Best Money Market Rates
With Exclusive Online
firstcountybank.com

5 Growth Stocks for 2012
Discover Your Best Opportunities For
Safe Portfolio Growth
www.insideinvestingdaily.com

Ads by Yahoo!

Cougars wrecked by Memphis

The Battle Red Plan: A guide for Texans fans
going to…

Texas high school removes doors on student
restrooms, but not…

[what's this?]

Fiscal Times)

It's All About: In the Nude (ELLE.com)

New to the site?

To use commenting, you

need to sign up.

Sign up

Forgot Password?

Log in

Already a member?

Please log in.

 Remember Me

Add Your Comment

Email

Password

CHRON.COM
Home
Houston & Texas
Nation & World
Business
Sports
Entertainment
Life
Corrections
Blogs
Weather

City Brights
Traffic
TOPICS
Small Business
MomHouston.com
HoustonBelief.com
29-95.com

NEIGHBORHOODS
Aldine
Alief
Baytown
Bellaire
Clear Lake
Conroe
Cy-Fair
East End
Fort Bend
Heights
Katy

Kingwood
Lake Houston
Magnolia
Memorial
Montrose
Pasadena
Pearland
Spring
Tomball
West U
The Woodlands

MARKETPLACE
Jobs
Homes
Cars
Coupons
Classifieds
Place a classified ad
Place a retail ad
OTHER EDITIONS
Home Delivery
iPad
iPhone
Android
Mobile
RSS Feeds
e-Edition

LOCAL SERVICES
Air Conditioning Contractors in Houston
Car Dealerships in Houston
Cleaning Services in Houston
Family Doctors in Houston
Furniture Stores in Houston
Injury Attorneys in Houston
New Car Dealer in Houston
Real Estate Agents in Houston
Real Estate Attorneys in Houston
Restaurants in Houston

SERVICES
Help/Contact us
Business directory
Legal notices
Privacy policy
Terms & Conditions
Employment opportunities
Advertise with us
Buy a banner ad

© 2012 Hearst Communications Inc.
   


